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Use of Hydrogen as Fuel in Vehicles

Energy Tax Law Recording through Fuel Cards

Date: 13.09.2024

Topic: Energy Tax

Prospectively, an automated vehicle recognition system should be 

established for this purpose. Until then, the hydrogen quantities dispensed 

to vehicles with combustion engines should be recorded using a fuel card 

system. Vehicle-related data required for energy tax treatment will be 

collected in advance.

Previously issued fuel cards can continue to be used, provided that the 

necessary data is stored on the fuel card or in the linked user account (the 

fuel card issuer must verify the data using the vehicle documents).

Notice for Verification from January 1, 2025

At the latest from January 1, 2025, the following 

requirements must be met:

• When applying for the fuel card, the vehicle owner 

must prove the drive technology by presenting the 

vehicle documents (e.g. as a scan). The fuel card issuer 

must check this data, retain it, and present it to the 

responsible main customs office upon request.

• The following data must be stored on the fuel card or 

in the associated user account:

○ Name of the vehicle owner

○ Status (private or commercial)

○ Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)

○ Vehicle license plate number

○ Drive type (hydrogen engine or fuel cell)

○ Fueling operations (quantity, date)

Background: Technical Information
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