
Shaping hydrogen mobility 

with the Clean Energy 

Partnership 

 

  

 
 

 

Clean Energy Partnership e. V.  www.cep.expert 

Articles of Association of 

Clean Energy Partnership 

(CEP) e. V.  
 

§ 1 Name, Seat and Financial Year 

1.1 The association is called “Clean Energy Partnership (CEP)” and shall be 
registered with the register of associations (Vereinsregister). After 
registration “e. V.” shall be added to the association’s name.  

1.2 The association has its registered seat in Berlin. 

1.3 The financial year is the calendar year.  

§ 2 Purpose and Tasks 

2.1 The purpose of the association is to promote the widespread 
establishment of green mobility with hydrogen and fuel cells. 

2.2 The statutory purpose is particularly realized through 

2.2.1 the national and international representation of the common 
economic, technical, legal, and political interests of its member 
companies vis-à-vis politics, administration, science, and 
industry, as well as the public, 

2.2.2 the commentary on issues concerning the hydrogen economy 
and the environmental protection in this context,  

2.2.3 the collaboration on setting of norms, 

2.2.4 the collection and exchange of operational experience, 

2.2.5 the information of its members.  

§ 3 Acquisition of Membership 

3.1 Any corporate entity or partnership with legal capacity may become a 
member of the association. 
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3.2 Admission to the association must be applied for in writing to the 
board. The general meeting decides on the application for admission by 
way of a resolution, which requires a majority of three quarters of the 
votes cast. 

§ 4 Termination of Membership 

4.1 Membership in the association is terminated by termination of the 
member, resignation, or exclusion.  

4.2 Resignation from the association must be declared to the Board of 
Directors on June 30 and December 31 of a year with a notice period of 
six weeks. 

4.3 A member may be excluded from the association by way of a resolution 
of the general meeting, if the member 

4.3.1 has culpably damaged the reputation or the interests of the association 
in a serious manner or has repeatedly violated the duties incumbent 
upon them under the articles of association, or 

4.3.2 is more than three months late with the payment of their membership 
fees and has not paid the overdue amount despite written notice with 
warning of exclusion. 

The member shall be given the opportunity to comment on the reasons for the 
exclusion at the general meeting. The reasons must be communicated to the 
member at least two weeks in advance. 

§ 5 Membership Fees 

5.1 The members shall pay membership fees. The amount and due date of 
the membership fees shall be determined by the general meeting.  

§ 6 Board 

6.1 The board consists of three to five members.  

6.2 If multiple board members have been appointed, the association shall 
be represented by two board members acting jointly. 

6.3 By way of a resolution the general meeting may grant one or more 
board members the authority to represent the association acting alone 
and may exempt one or more board members from the restrictions 
imposed by Sec. 181 of the German Civil Code (Bürgerliches 

Gesetzbuch). 
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6.4 The general meeting may, by resolution or within rules of procedure for 
the board, determine transactions or measures, which may only be 
undertaken with a prior resolution of the general meeting approving of 
the transaction or measure.  

6.5 The board members shall act in an honorary capacity. They are entitled 
to reimbursement of their reasonable expenses and outlays in the 
course of their duties.  

§ 7 Term of Office of the Board 

7.1 The board members shall be elected by the general meeting for a 
period of two years, unless the general meeting determines a shorter 
term in the election resolution.  

7.2 Re-election or early dismissal of a board member by the general 
meeting is permissible. A board member remains in office after 
expiration of the regular term of office until the election of their 
successor.  

§ 8 Executive Management 

8.1 The general meeting may resolve that one or more managing directors 
may be employed for the administration and the ongoing business 
operations of the association. Each managing director is a special 
representative within the meaning of Sec. 30 of the German Civil Code 
(Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch) and has power of representation within the 
meaning of this provision with regard to the tasks assigned to them.  

8.2 Managing directors shall be appointed and dismissed by the board. A 
managing director may be paid a reasonable remuneration for his 
services. Further details shall be regulated in an employment 
agreement with the managing director, which shall be concluded by the 
board.  

§ 9 General Meeting 

9.1 The ordinary general meeting takes place annually. In addition, a 
general meeting must be called if the interest of the association 
requires it or if one-tenth of the members request a general meeting in 
writing from the board, stating the purpose and the reasons. 

9.2 The general meeting is called by the board with a period of four weeks 
in text form stating the agenda. When calculating the notice period, the 
day of sending the invitation and the day of the meeting are not 
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counted. An invitation is considered to have been received by the 
member if it is addressed to the last address (mailing address, fax 
number, e-mail address) provided by the member to the association in 
text form. 

9.3 Within the invitation it may be determined that members attend the 
general meeting additionally or exclusively without being present at the 
place of the meeting and exercise members’ rights by means of 
electronic communication. In this case, the members must be provided 
with the necessary access and authorization information in text form 
no later than the day before the general meeting. The members are 
obligated to not make this information accessible to third parties.  

9.4 The invitation must include the agenda. Each member may apply to the 
board in text form no later than one week before the day of the general 
meeting for additional items to subsequently be added to the agenda. 
The chairperson of the meeting shall make a respective addition to the 
agenda at the beginning of the general meeting. 

§ 10 Resolution of the General Meeting 

10.1 The general meeting can only pass resolutions if at least 50 % of the 
members are present or represented (quorum). Where this is not the 
case, a new general meeting with the same agenda shall be called, 
which shall have a quorum irrespective of the number of members 
present or represented, if this was indicated in the invitation. 

10.2 Another member or a person who is an employee of a member 
company may be authorized in writing to exercise the voting right. 

10.3 The general meeting shall be chaired by a member of the board. If no 
member of the board is present, the meeting shall appoint a 
chairperson. 

10.4 The secretary shall be appointed by the chairperson.  

10.5 The general meeting shall pass its resolutions by a simple majority of 
the votes cast, unless a mandatory statutory provision or these articles 
of association provide for a larger majority. Abstentions shall not be 
considered. A majority of three quarters of the votes cast shall be 
required to amend the articles of association and to dissolve the 
association. A change of the purpose of the association can only be 
resolved with the approval of all members.  
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10.6 Minutes shall be taken of the resolutions of the general meeting, which 
shall be signed by the chairperson and secretary. The minutes shall 
contain the following information: Place and time of the meeting, the 
chairperson and the secretary, the number of members present, the 
agenda, the individual voting results, and the method of voting. In the 
event of amendments to the articles of association, the wording of the 
amended provision shall be included in the minutes.  

§ 11 Dissolution of the Association and Legal Claim 

11.1 In the event of dissolution, the members of the board shall be 
liquidators with sole power of representation, unless the general 
meeting resolves otherwise; this shall apply accordingly in the event 
that the association is dissolved for another reason or loses its legal 
capacity.  

11.2 In the event of dissolution of the association, the general meeting shall 
decide on the disposition of assets of the association.  

§ 12 Authorization for Amendments of the Articles of Association 

The members of the board are jointly authorized to resolve 
amendments to the articles of association that the register of 
associations has suggested in an interim ruling or has made a 
prerequisite for the registration of an amendment of the articles of 
association adopted by the general meeting.  

 

The above articles of association were adopted on 

__16.01.2024_________________. 

Only the German version of these articles of association shall be 
binding. The English version merely constitutes a non-binding 
convenience translation. 

The correctness and completeness of the articles of association 
pursuant to Sec. 71 para. 1 sentence 4 of the German Civil Code 
(Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch) is asserted. 

 

 


